
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
SIERRA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY  4:00 P.M. AUGUST 19, 2008 
 
PRESENT: 

Bob Larkin, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 

Jim Galloway, Commissioner 
David Humke, Commissioner* 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
 

Amy Harvey, County Clerk 
Katy Simon, County Manager 
Melanie Foster, Legal Counsel 

Michael Greene, Fire Chief 
 
 
 The Board met in regular session at 4:19 p.m. in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada. The Board conducted the following business: 
 
08-58SF AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: "Approval of Agenda for August 19, 2008 Board of Commissioners 
Meeting." 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene requested that Item 10 be removed from the 
agenda, and Item 15 (if necessary) be heard before Item 14.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
*4:20 p.m. Commissioner Humke temporarily left the meeting.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 2 be approved with the following changes: Item 10 to be removed and Item 
15 (if necessary) to be heard before Item 14.  
 
08-59SF AGENDA ITEM 3 
 
Agenda Subject: "Approval of minutes for February 12, 2008; March 25, 2008; 
April 8, 2008; May 20, 2008; and June 24, 2008 meetings; and May 19, 2008 Special 
Budget meeting." 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 3 be approved.  
 
08-60SF AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Chief Report; Daily District operations including Verdi 
evacuation training, replacement Battalion Chief, grant funded fuels prevention 
position, volunteer program and fuels management programs.”  
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene stated the District now had a grant-funded 
Fuels Management Coordinator who was knocking on doors and conducting defensible 
space inspections. He described her as the community’s “ambassador for safety.” He 
pointed out she visited 55 homes in about one week and intended to knock on every door 
in the District within one year.  
 
 Chairman Larkin asked about a replacement for the Battalion Chief’s 
position. Chief Greene said Jim Marquis had been hired and would be introduced to the 
Board at a future meeting.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Weber, seconded by Commissioner 
Galloway, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered 
that Agenda Item 4 be accepted.  
 
08-61SF AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject:  “ Approval of the FY 08/09 Cooperative Agreements between the 
Sierra Fire Protection District and the Nevada Division of Forestry, Humboldt 
Toiyabe National Forest Carson Ranger District, Carson City Fire Department, 
North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District, City of Reno Fire Department/Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District and the Truckee Fire Department; and if 
approved, authorize the SFPD Fire Chief to sign on behalf of the District.” 
 
 Chairman Larkin confirmed with Fire Chief Michael Greene that the 
Agreements were consistent with those that had been in place in the past.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 5 be approved and authorized. The Interlocal Agreements for same are attached 
hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.  
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08-62SF AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and possible authorization for approval of a 
$14,616.72 payment to Battalion Chief Heikka for 303 excess hours worked 
providing coverage for vacant Battalion Chief’s position during FY 07/08 per 
collective bargaining agreement Article 15, section 2A.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 6 be approved and authorized.  
 
08-63SF AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and possible Board authorization for payment to 
renew 08/09 employee medical and vision insurance with Anthem for $310,000 and 
dental and life insurance with Humana for $44,700. Discussion and possible Board 
approval to renew health insurance for employees.” 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene explained the premiums represented an 
increase of approximately 18 percent.  
 
 Commissioner Galloway asked whether other alternatives had been 
explored. Chief Greene said staff worked with a broker, and nine other bids were 
received. Based on a comparison of the bids, he indicated the selected providers were 
among the lowest quotes and provided the best level of service.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 7 be approved and authorized.  
 
08-64SF AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and possible approval to close the Sierra Fire 
Protection District’s Sick and Annual Leave Accrual Fund as of July 1, 2008, move 
appropriation authority to the General Fund and direct the Finance Department to 
make the necessary accounting and budgetary adjustments.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 8 be approved and directed.  
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08-65SF AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Discussion and approval of Resolution Establishing the Sierra 
Fire Protection District Emergency Fund as of July 1, 2008 and authorizing the 
Chairman to sign the Resolution.” 
 
 Commissioner Galloway asked whether the agenda item was based on 
analysis by Mary Walker, a consultant. Fire Chief Michael Greene replied that it was. 
Commissioner Galloway wondered whether the rate of contribution to the emergency 
fund was already established within the District’s budget. Chief Greene explained the $1 
million fund was being transferred as a result of the conversion from an NRS 473 to an 
NRS 474 District.  
 
 Chairman Larkin clarified the $1 million emergency fund was transferred 
from the NRS 473 District to the General Fund, and would then be transferred from the 
General Fund to the NRS 474 District. He questioned whether Ms. Walker indicated a 
need for more than $1 million in the emergency fund. Chief Greene stated there was an 
increase in the amount of funding set aside for things such as wildland fires, but the $1 
million emergency fund reserve remained the same.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 9 be approved and authorized. The Resolution for same is attached hereto 
and made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
08-66SF AGENDA ITEM 11 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Director’s/Managers Announcements, Request for Information, 
Topics for Future Agendas and Statements Relating to Items Not on the Agenda. 
(No discussion among Commissioners will take place on this item.) 
 
 Commissioner Galloway requested, when Agenda Item 10 was brought 
back to the Board at a future meeting, that its staff report include a table to justify the 
amount of overtime savings versus new salary costs.  
 
08-67SF AGENDA ITEM 12 
 
Agenda Subject:  "Public Comment and discussion thereon.  The Sierra Fire 
Protection District Board of Directors welcomes courteous and respectful public 
comment and input.  Due to the amount of business the District Board conducts, 
public comment is limited to 2 minutes per person. " 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 

PAGE 4  AUGUST 19, 2008 



 
08-68SF AGENDA ITEM 14 
 
Agenda Subject:  “Possible closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations 
with employee organizations per NRS 288.220.” 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, Agenda Item 14 was 
continued until later in the Board of County Commissioners’ meeting.  
 
4:33 p.m. Commissioner Humke returned to the meeting. 
 
4:33 p.m. The Board convened as the Board of Fire Commissioners for the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District with all members present. 
 
4:54 p.m. The Board reconvened as the Board of Washoe County Commissioners 
with all members present. 
 
5:40 p.m. Chairman Larkin temporarily left the meeting.  
 
5:41 p.m. On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, Vice Chairperson Weber 
ordered that: 
 1. The Board of Washoe County Commissioners go into 

closed session pursuant to NRS 241.020(1) for the purpose 
of considering a work card permit appeal; 

 
 2. The Board of Fire Commissioners for the Sierra Fire 

Protection District go into closed session pursuant to NRS 
288.220 for the purpose of discussing negotiations with 
employee organizations; and 

  
 3. The meetings of both Boards be adjourned from closed 

session.  
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 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 
from closed session.  
 
 
 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman 
      Sierra Fire Protection District 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk and 
Ex-Officio Clerk, Sierra Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By 
Lisa McNeill, Deputy County Clerk 
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